
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PARHAM  
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

 
7pm on Tuesday 17th May 2022 

Parham Village Hall  
 

1.    Chair’s welcome 
Michael Gray, as Chair of the Parish Council, welcomed everyone.  
Present: 
Michael Gray  Michael Block  James Rogers   Claire Adams  Jason Wood  
Jonathan Cottrell  Peter Kindred  Lydia Kirk (minute taker)  
 

2. Apologies were received from County Councillor Burroughes and Ward Councillor Maurice 
Cook who were at an East Suffolk Council meeting.  
 

3. The Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 4th May 2021 were noted as an 
accurate record of the meeting.  

 

4. There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Michael Gray reported on Parham Parish Council. The Orwell Housing Association 

development on Main Road is now well underway, with the rooves now going on the 
properties. Local people are now invited to apply for the shared-ownership properties. During 
the year, an application was approved for a change in the planning permission, removing the 
open-market properties so that they are all now shared-ownership, affordable houses.  
The Parish Council applied for a grit bin to be located near Willoughby Close but unfortunately. 
Suffolk County Council would not agree to this.  
The Parish Council offered all households a fruit tree to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee and 30 houses signed up.  
The verge near The Church Farm is eroding, mainly due to lorries cutting the corner here and 
the Parish Council is trying to get this issue resolved as Suffolk County Council will not replace 
the kerbing.  
The solar farm at Parham Airfield was approved and works are due to commence next year. 
There will be a water main crossing North Green next year which will connect in to the water 
tower at Framlingham. 
The Chair and Vice Chair attended the official opening of Parham Airfield Museum’s new 
Kindred Exhibition Hall last week. The event was very well attended and the Chair thoroughly 
recommends going to see the new displays.  
Finally, Shirley Watling will represent the village as our torchbearer for the Platinum Jubilee 
rickshaw ride through the village later this month.  
 

6. There was no report from the Village Hall.  
 

7.  The village recorders provided detailed, interesting reports on events from the village for 
2020 and 2021. The report for 2021 detailed the solar farm planning approval, the housing 
development along the main road, noteworthy findings on barn owls in the village, an outline of 
events held in the village hall, news of the closure of the composting plant in the village, the 
Queen’s Green Canopy project that the village participated in and possibly a new local history 
group in the village.  A look back at Parham in 1921 was also provided, when much of the land 
and housing from the Corrance state was sold at auction. 

 

 



8. Peter Kindred provided a report from Parham Airfield Museum. Despite the museum not 
opening until July in 2021 due to Covid, over 3,000 people visited the museum last year. This 
season, the museum has already welcomed many groups including school children, motor clubs 
and 390th descendants from America. The new Kindred Exhibition Hall was opened on 14th May 
with over 100 special guests. The Museum has been gifted an impressive diorama that 
accurately shows the airbase- and village of Parham- as it was in June 1944. A new photo 
montage showing the faces of almost all of the 743 men who were killed whilst based at Parham 
has been displayed and is a painful reminder of just how many men lost their lives for our 
freedom, and how young they were. Remembering the horrors and sacrifices of war has become 
even more relevant over the past couple of months and a Ukrainian flag flies at the museum to 
show our solidarity with their nation.  
Thanks to generous donations the museum’s finances are sound. Finally, many of the team of 
volunteers are getting older and new volunteers would be very welcome.  
 

9.  Corrance School Trust No written report had been received by the date of the meeting but 
Michael Block, as a trustee, gave a verbal report.  The Trust does not generate much income 
and the capital cannot be spent. There were proposals to amalgamate the Trust with another 
charity in Framlingham but this charity has a different remit so this was not feasible. Some grants 
have been issued this year. One of the trustees has proposed that a team raise additional funds 
to increase the assets. The Trust will also soon be charged bank costs and they have not 
managed to find another bank or building society that would not charge them.  JR suggested the 
Parish Council could cover the running costs of the Trust and this is to be discussed at a future 
Council meeting. JC provided details of a bond which pays 2% interest which might be of interest 
to the Trust.  
 

10. Michael Gray provided a report on the Biodiversity Group. Whilst no meetings have been 
held this year, the three greens have been maintained as normal. The pond at the madle on Mill 
Green has been opened up and 6 metres of old hedging that was encroaching North Green has 
been removed, with a replacement hedge now planted.  

 
Copies of all written reports have been filed with these minutes.  
 

11.  Reports from the County and Ward Councillors were provided and are also on the 
village website. 
 

12. Open Forum  
There were no questions on the above.  
 

Michael Gray thanked everyone for coming and the meeting was closed at 7.35pm.  
 

 


