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MINUTES OF PLANNING MEETING OF  
PARHAM PARISH COUNCIL HELD ONLINE ON 

Tuesday 30th March 2021 at 7.15 pm 

1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the planning meeting. There were no apologies for 
absence.  
Present 
Michael Gray  (Chairman)     Jason Wood   Claire Moore  Michael 
Block  Kate Beaver James Rogers  Lydia Kirk (clerk)              Absent David Crosbie 

2.  Michael Gray declared an interest in item 5ii. A dispensation was granted entitling him to 
discuss the application but not vote.   Due to the online nature of the meeting and clerks not 
having interests, the clerk remained present throughout.  

3.  The Minutes of the meeting on 9th March 2021 were approved as a true record of the 
meeting and signed by the Clerk pp the Chairman.  

4.  There were no matters arising. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM There were no members of public present.  
 

5. The following planning applications were discussed: 
 

i) DC/21/0905/FUL & DC/21/0906/LBC The Old Hall, Main Road, Parham, IP13 9ND 
Proposed internal alterations to form new staircase and en-suite along with repairs to 
original timber frame and removal of existing roof light. 
Councillors had no objections to these proposals, but noted more of the property’s 
original timbers would be removed as in previous works to the property.  
 

ii) DC/21/1001/FUL Land to the north and south of New Road, east of Silverlace 
Green, Parham  
Construction and operation of a solar farm together with all associated works, 
equipment and necessary infrastructure.  
This application was discussed at length. Councillors were disappointed to note that 
no residents attended the public information session with Low Carbon and 
consequently few new questions were asked.  
Councillors were worried about the lack of community benefits to Parham residents 
who may be adversely affected during construction. Michael Block agreed to attend a 
meeting with Low Carbon in April regarding community benefits. 
ACTION Clerk to look into community benefits offered on other similar sized schemes 
and time scales of local road closures during construction and report back.  
Councillors were concerned about the length of time the roads would need to be closed 
if the cable is located along the current route and the disruption this would cause. They 
agreed that it would be far better if an arrangement could be made with landowners to 
have the cable cross over fields to access the substation.  
MB proposed supporting the scheme subject to further negotiations with Low Carbon. 
This was seconded by JW and carried unanimously (MG did not vote as per item 2).  

 

6.  There were no matters to be raised at the next meeting. 
7. The next meeting was confirmed as being the Annual Meeting of the Parish and the 

Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council, to be held online from 7pm on Tuesday 
4th May 2021. There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending 
and closed the meeting at 8.10pm.  

 

 

Signed: M. Gray  Date …………………………….. 

  M. Gray  Chair    
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